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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 13-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 3 recites the limitation "while retaining solidifying agent in the inner bag" 
in lines 6-7. It is unclear how a float designed to indicate the liquid level may also retain 
a solidifying agent. Due to the indefinite nature of this limitation, it will be given minimal 
patentable weight. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Leviton 
(4,384,580). 

Leviton discloses a multiple continuous type liquid waste disposal apparatus, as 
shown in figure 1 , comprising plural connected canister bottles 61 , each canister bottle 
comprising an outer bottle 62 and an inner bag 64, as shown in figure 5. The apparatus 
further comprises a float to indicate the level of liquid, as described in column 4, lines 
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18-21 . Each canister bottle 61 has an absorption port 77, a discharge port 78, and an 
exhaust port 70 for creating negative pressure. A stand, shown in figure 5, but not 
numbered, holds the canister bottles 61 in a straight line. The discharge port 78b of one 
canister bottle 61b is connected in series to the absorption port 77a of the next canister 
bottle 61a, and the discharge port of the last canister bottle 61 is closed, as shown in 
figure 5. 

. Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Leviton 
(4,384,580). 

Leviton discloses all aspects of the claimed invention but remains silent as to the 
transparent nature of the inner bag 64. The canister bottles 61 are transparent, as 
described in column 3, line 51 . An opaque inner bag would destroy the transparency of 
the canister bottle, and it would therefore be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art for 
the inner bag of Leviton to be transparent so as not to destroy the transparency of the 
canister bottle. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1, 6, 7, and 12 are allowed. 
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Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to C. Lynne Anderson whose telephone number is (703) 
306-5716. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Weilun Lo can be reached on (703) 308-1957. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 305-3590 for 
regular communications and (703) 306-4520 for After Final communications. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
1148. 

cla 

March 21, 2003 
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